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Sir: 





In satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, and in accordance 
with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants wish to draw the attention of the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to the references cited on the accompanying form 
PTO/SB/08A. 

The references cited on attached form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are being 
called to the attention of the Examiner. In accordance with 37 CFR §1 .98(d), copies of the 
references which have already been cited in U.S. Application No. 09/285,244 filed April 2, 1999, 
Application No. 09/51 1,239 filed February 23, 2000, and Application No. 09/773,592 filed 
February 2, 2001 are not enclosed. In accordance with 1287 Off Gaz. Pat. Office 163, 
10/19/2004, no copies of U.S. patents and U.S. published applications are enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited references be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 
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As provided for by 37 CFR 1 .97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that the 



information and references cited are prior art merely because they are in this statement and no 
representation is being made that a search has been conducted or that this statement encompasses 
all the possible relevant information. 



Applicant believes that no fee is required for submission of this statement, since it 



is being submitted with an RCE and prior to the first Office Action. However, if a fee is 
required, the Commissioner is authorized to deduct such fee from the undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 50-0310. Please deduct any additional fees from, or credit any overpayment to, the 
above-noted Deposit Account. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Ute Splittgerber, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 60,347 
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